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Acronyms and Abbreviations

Area Plarg Middle Deschutes Agricultural Wat@uality Management Area Plan
BLM¢ Bureau of Land Management

CRER Conservation Reserve Enhancement Program
cfs¢ Cubic feet per second

CRR; Conservation Reserve Program

DEQ; Oregon Department of Environmental Quality
EIS; Environmental Impact Statemén

ESAc Endangered Species Act

NRCS USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service
NUID¢ North Unit Irrigation District

OARc Oregon Administrative Rules

ODAc¢ Oregon Department of Agriculture

ODF¢ Oregon Department of Forestry

ODFW, Oregon Department dfish and Wildlife
OWER; Oregon Watershed Enhancement Board
PGE; Portland General Electric

PFQC; Properly Functioning Condition

PSR; Pesticide Stewardship Partnership

SWCILx Soil and Water Conservation District

TMDLg Total Maximum Daily Load

USDA United States Department of Agriculture

USF% U.S Forest Service
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Introduction Lower Trout Ceek
TheMiddle Deschutes Watershe@ouncil is a diverse Tl
group of landownersiesidents,government agencieand
organizationsvorkingtogether toenhance the natural
resourcef the Trout Creekand Willow Creek
Watershed. The Council collaboratesith landowners and f&
partner organizationso foster anunderstanding of
watershedresourcesandto improve watershed health
through voluntary restoration actions

The Middle Deschuté#/atershedCouncilservice area
includes Trout CregkVillow Creek Campbell Creeland
other contributingstreams The @mbinedwatersheds --Willow Creek, City
encompas®ver 600,00Gcresand includeover 1,000
miles ofstreans and associated riparian and upland
habitats TheTrout Creek and Willow Creek Watersheds play a critical role in maintaining and restoring
the5 SAOKdzi S&a WAGSNI . I aAyQad FTAAK YR gAfREATS LI LX

of Madras

Jefferson Countg home to more thar1,145residents (201&stimate)g covers most of the Willow

Creek and Trout Creek Watershe@®rtions ofCrookand WasccCountiess NB I f 42 GAGKAY (
service areaMore than 8% of the area is in private ownershiphe City oMadras, with6,363

residents (2013),i8 KS | NBIF Q& LINA Yl NB dzNDB | y Ne®hs§ SMadr, h i KS NJ
Gateway, Ashwoodind AntelopeThewatersheds also includgignificant areas managed bye federal
government, including the Ochoco National Forest and@heoked River Natioh&rassland (managed

by theUSDAForest Serviceand lands managed by the Bureau of Land Manageifidrivl)

The lands within the watersheds support agricuéfugrazing timber harvest, recreation, and other
businesses that sustain the local econoifilge Gouncil service area includes the entire North Unit

Irrigation District (NUID), which provides water to 58,860 acres. The NUID irrigated lands drain primarily
into the Crooked River, Deschutes River, Mud Springs Creek, and Willow Creek.

TheMiddle Deschuts Watershed CoungllRestorationn O A2y tfly | ROFIyOSa GKS
improvethe health of theWillow Creek and Trout Creek watershedsile supporing a sustainable

economy The Action Plan is the strategic framework and roadmap to guide @@atiwities over the

next five years. These activities include voluntary restoration prgeetning andmplementation,
Councilorganizational development, building partnerships, community and landowner education and
involvement, collecting informationn watershed conditionsand evaluating the effectiveness of

restoration actions
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Middle Deghutes Watershed
Councill

Participating Organizations

City of Madras

Jefferson Coury SWCD
Wasco County SWCD
Jefferson County

North Unit Irrigation District

Confederated Tribes of the Warm
Springs

Oregon Dept. of Environmental
Quality

Oregon Dept. of Forest

Oregon Dept. of Agriculture
Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife
Oregon State University Extension
U.S. Forest Service

U.S. Natural Resources
Conservation Service

U.S. Bureau of Land Management
Portland General Electric

Culver and Madras School Districts
Fiends of Willow Creek

Oregon Watershed Enhancement
Board

Bonneville Power Administration

Watershed Councll
History , Organization ,
and Partnerships

The Willow Creekand Trout Creek WateshedCouncis
were formed as separate watershed councils in the
1990s. Each coun@hgagedwvatershedlandowners
agenciesand other organizations in studies to
understand the factors contributing to declining fish
populations, degraded stream and uplahdbitats, and
poor water quality. Based on theachcounci a
watershed assessment and other information, the
councils prioritized restoratioprojects and developed
strongpartnerships with landowners, agencies, and
funding sourcesOver time each oundl hascompleted a
largenumber of voluntaryactionsto improvethe health
of the Willow Creeland Trout CreekVatersheds.

Recently, théVillow Creek andhe Trout Creek
WatershedCouncijoined to create the Middle
Deschutes Watershed Counéllombininghe two
councilsprovidesan efficient organizational framework
andcoordinated approaciior supportng restoration and
other activities within the broader Trout Creek and
Willow CreeRNatersheds. firough Oregon Watershed
Enhancement Board (OWEB) grantsl atherfunding
sources, he Middle Deschutes Watershed Council
facilitatescollaborative watershed restoration activities
by providingprofessional staf the Watershed Council
Coordinator¢ andassising with project funding,
landowner and partner org@zationplanning,restoration
projectimplementation,and communityoutreach
activities The Counciimeets periodicallyo report on
activities, discuss broader issues, plan project proposals,
and coordinate actions.
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TheMiddle Deschute¥VatershedGoundl isorganized and governday watershedandowners,

residents, government agencieand otherstakeholdersThe Councitrives toconvene aroad
representationofil KS g1 G SNAKSRQ& 02 Y Y dzyHodr@memieship and G SNBE a G a
partnerships The members of theCounciQ & . 2 I NR afeElecked hiEBnally2aNdconsist of a

chair and vice chair elected from withiime Gouncil. The coordinator serves as the secretary

Jefferson County Soil and Water District (SWCD) prsfital supportfoi KS / 2dzy OAf Q& | C
Councilmembersdiscuss all topics anavith a quorum presentyote by a simple majority dhe

members in attendance at the meetings. Differences of opinion are resolved through discussion and
Council remberand Board of Directoretention is improved through offering members

opportunities to provide feedbackn each projecand prioritize project aregswhich helps to fostea

strong vested interest and purpose within each watershed. Agency represergqtiogide important
technical expertise, contribute to Council deliberatigoasid assist with project planning, funding, and
implementation

Action Plan Development

The recent joining of the Willow Creek and Trout Cree
Watershed Coundlinto the MiddleDeschutes
Watershed Guncilcreated a need foa Watershed

The Council applied foandreceived grantfunding . =
from OWEB talevelopa RestorationAction Plan that Action Planning
would describe watershed restoration goals and Field Tour
strategies or the larger area, as well as actions focuseo
on Willow Creek and Trout Creek

Action Plan development begavith hiring a contractor to facilitate the planning process and to

develop the Action Plan document. The action planning process began at y2034l Council

meeting, followed bya series of field tours and periodic Council meesingt these meetings,

participants discussed watershéxbues and opportunities, partnerships, and past restoration

projects and other accomplishments. The participastplored future restoration goals and
LINA2NAGASEET RSAONAOGSR OdzNNBYy UG FyR Fdzil dzNBE LI NIy ¢
ideas for future projects. After extensive Council discussion, organizations and individuals submitted
project idea to incorporate into the Action Plan. The participants also outlined a process for broader
public and stakeholder outreach and review of the Action Plan
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